What’s Up?
August 2006

New slet ter for Voluntee rs o f the Wildli fe Tr ee S tew ardshi p Prog ram

July:
First flight July 25, plus or minus one week, (85 days after
hatching).
August/September:
The eaglets should be fledged and the eagles will likely
have left their nest tree territory to migrate to salmon
spawning areas to feed.
Please start preparing your 2006 monitoring report(s) to send to
your Area Coordinator or to Program Coordinator, Kerri-Lynne
Wilson – Contact Info on Page 4

Eagle and Youngster
By Jim Dubois

Please submit your 2005 monitoring report, if you haven’t
already submitted it, to Program Coordinator Kerri-Lynne Wilson.
All information is valuable.
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Funding for 2006/07
WiTS has received funding from
the following:
Habitat Conservation Trust Fund
$83,276 for the WiTS Program on
Vancouver Island, Lower Mainland
and the South Okanagan
Islands Trust: $850 for mapping
Perch Trees on Gabriola.

Price; $200 Punledge-Black Creek
by Director Minaker; and $200
Sayward-Bloedel (Area H) by
Director Rambo.
We would like to sincerely
thank Habitat Conservation
Trust Fund, Islands Trust,
Ministry of Environment, Public
Conservation Trust Fund, and
Comox-Strathcona Regional
District for supporting our
program!

Ministry of Environment: $1875 for
WiTS student position.

Coordinator Do?

Upcoming Events
HOSTS NEEDED!
MEET AND GREET!
WiTS would like to have a
fun get-together for
monitors in each area to
meet and greet and discuss
the nesting season. This
would be for a couple of
hours in the afternoon and
WiTS would provide the
refreshments. Please let
Kerri-Lynne know if you
would like to host a gettogether.

Public Conservation Assistance
Fund: $3,000 for a camera in a
Bald Eagle nest tree at Milner
Gardens, Qualicum Beach.
Comox-Strathcona Regional
District for Bald Eagle nest tree
inventories: $200 Baynes Sound
(Area A) by Director Murray; $200
Lazo North (Area B) by Director

Gabriola nest tree
By Don Butt

Landowner Contact Program
Sarah Bonar, our Landowner Contact
Specialist, has taken on a full-time
position with an environmental
contracting firm. We wish Sarah the
best in her new endeavor.
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WiTS has hired Patrick Walshe as our
new Landowner Contact Specialist.
Patrick can be reached at
patrickwalshe@shaw.ca 250-954-0110
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What’s Up?

2005 Summary Reports
Campbell River Area by Jan
Brettnacher and Laurel Delgatty
• 69 nest trees
• 34 known eagle pairs
• 30 active territories
• 27 active but failed nests
• 4 inactive nests
• 4 known chicks produced
Comox/Courtenay Area by Maj
Birch
• 51 nest trees monitored
• 40 active nests
• 19 inactive nests
• 3 failed nests
• 31 chicks known
• 28 chicks fledged

Juvenile Cooper’s Hawk
By Marie O’Shaughnessy

Arrowsmith Area by Sandra Gray
• 83 nest trees monitored
• 55 active nests
• 28 inactive nests
• 7 failed nests
• 66 chicks known
• 55 chicks fledged

"I think that I shall never see a
poem lovely as a tree."
- Joyce Kilmer, (1886-1918),
"Trees" - 1914.

Sooke
•
•
•
•

Area by Tara Tompkins
5 nest trees monitored
2 inactive nests
3 active nests
4 chicks fledged (possible
that 6 may have fledged)

Victoria Area by Gwen Greenwood
• 44 nest trees monitored
• 29 active nests
• 15 inactive nests
• 12 failed nests
• 21 known chicks produced
• 14 observed to have
fledged (others may have
fledged but not observed)
Islands off Victoria by Gwen
Greenwood
• 10 nest trees monitored
• 9 active nests
• 1 failed nest
• 1 chick known
• 1 chick fledged

WiTS at Work
•

All the 2005 Monitoring Reports
have been entered into the WiTS
Atlas.

•

WiTS-O (WiTS Okanagan) has
completed a Needs Assessment
Study and is currently working with
various environmental groups to
establish a Working Committee
which will develop monitoring
methods and forms; recruit
volunteers; train volunteers; and
write for funding. Target species
for monitoring include the following
species at risk; Western ScreechOwl, Flammulated Owl, Whiteheaded woodpecker, Lewis’s
Woodpecker, and Williamson’s
Sapsucker. WiTS-O will work with
Species at Risk Recovery Teams.

An example of why we need to
save habitat!
World’s worst nest tree
By Jan Brettnacher
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•

WiTS-LM (WiTS Lower Mainland)
put out a successful press report
including an eagle hotline
number for the public to
contact if they see a nest tree.
They are now preparing for a
workshop to recruit volunteers.
They are also recruiting
volunteer RPBio.’s to inventory
the nest trees.

•

Islands Trust’s Brett Korteling
along with WiTS volunteers
David Manning (Pender Island
Coordinator) and Terri Martin
(WiTS RPBio.) went out and
GPS’d known Bald Eagle nest
trees on North Pender Island.
These nest trees are now in the
WiTS Atlas. Islands Trust
needed these accurate locations
for their Official Community
Plan process to protect buffer
areas around nest trees.

What’s Up?
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WiTS at Work

Barred Owl
By John Dove

"When the well's dry, we know
the worth of water."
- Benjamin Franklin, (17061790), Poor Richard's Almanac.

continued

•

WiTS volunteers, GROWLS (Gabriola
Rescue of Wildlife Society)
members, and Terri Martin (WiTS
RPBio.) documented and inventoried
Bald Eagle perch trees for
protection in the Islands Trust
Official Community Plan process.
Islands Trust provided funding for
the work.

•

SHAW TV’s “The Daily” did a
segment on WiTS concerning
development and nest tree habitat
protection.

Jan Brettnacher and Laurel
Delgatty (Campbell River Area
Volunteer Coordinators) are
working with the City of
Campbell River’s new
Environmental Coordinator,
Kathy Campbell, for wildlife
tree habitat protection.

Enough is Enough
By Jim Dubois
I have a little Warbler,
It lives in my back tree,
And does not want its portrait done,
At least not done by me.
For three years I've been patient,
But I find it rather hard,
To maintain this quiet watchfulness,
As it flits about the yard.
I think it knows I'm watching,
I think it knows I care,
But I don't think it gives a fig,
As it warbles through the air.
So I've got my little shotgun,
It’s had its final chance,
I'm going to blow its feathers off,
And glue them to that branch.

Pileated Woodpecker
By Marie O’Shaughnessy

•

I know this will probably make it
difficult to upgrade my Ranger Ricky
Raccoon's Nature Lovers Club Gold
Card to Platinum now, but there
comes a point……….

Photo of half a Warbler
By Jim Dubois

WiTS and Eagle-cams
Due to the popularity and potential for
education for camera’s placed in or near
eagle nests for viewing the breeding season
events, WiTS along with Ministry of
Environment (MOE, Region 1), are working
on a set of protocols directly dealing with
the placement and maintenance of eagle
(and potentially other raptors) cameras.
WiTS and MOE want to ensure that the
cameras are not causing harm or
disturbance to the birds.
WiTS does not endorse the intrusion of the
recommended buffer zone (in reference to
the provincial Raptor Best Management
Practices
http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents
/bmp_rbm/ around an active nest site
during breeding season regardless of the
location of the nest unless supported by
Ministry of Environment and WiTS.

WiTS Display at Campbell River
Eaglefest. March 2006
By Dan Gray
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WiTS
Kerri-Lynne Wilson
Program Coordinator
1720 Nairne Rd.
Nanaimo, BC
V9X 1M5

What’s Up?

Thank-you

Phone:
(250) 722-3443
E-mail:
kerter@shaw.ca

We’re on the Web!
www.wildlifetree.org

GOAL: To create,
coordinate, and assist a
network of community
stewards committed to
conserving coastal wildlife
tree habitats through
volunteer monitoring,
landowner agreements, and
community education in
southern British Columbia.

Website Addresses
WiTS information website
www.wildlifetree.org.
Online Wildlife Tree Atlas:
www.shim.bc.ca/wits2/witsloginscreen.htm
WiTS Forum
http://lists.onenw.org/lists/info/wits

Steve Elliott, our Gabriola Coordinator,
is moving! We want to thank Steve for
his many years of contribution in
documenting nest trees on Gabriola.
Thank-you to those Coordinators who
came to our May Working Committee
meeting in Nanaimo. Your input is
necessary and valuable to our program.
Thank-you to Gord Harris, our new
volunteer webmaster. Gord is retired
from many years in the computer
business and is helping WiTS manage
and re-write our website at
www.wildlifetree.org

WiTS Area Coordinators
Campbell River Area
Laurel Delgatty – 250-923-3153,
delgattygl@hotmail.com
Jan Brettnacher – 250-923-0882
jbinbc@island.net
Quadra Island
Needs Coordinator
Comox/Courtenay & Area
Maj Birch - 250-337-2021
mars@minfox.com
Julie Micksch – 250-339-7821
jewels@island.net
Parksville/Qualicum & Area
Sandra Gray – 250-248-5565
saninerr@shaw.ca
Nanaimo Area
Needs Coordinator
Gabriola Island
Needs Coordinator
Duncan Area
Needs Coordinator

What Does An Area
Coordinator Do?
Weyerhaeuser

Monitor Marie O’Shaughnessy gets a shot
of her eaglet’s first flight!

An Area Coordinator organizes and
recruits monitors in his/her area. He/She
hands out monitoring report forms at the
beginning of the breeding season and
collects them at the end of the breeding
season. In addition, she liaises with the
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Victoria & Area
Gwen Greenwood – 250-652-2876,
tggreenwood@telus.net
Sooke & Area
Tara Tompkins - 250-642-5541,
tara12@telus.net
Mayne Island
Carolyn Bender – 250-539-2568
Ron Olivier – 250-539-5977
Saturna Island
Needs Coordinator
Pender Island
David Manning – 250-629-3638
Tofino/Ucluelet
Barb Beasley – 250-726-2536
beasley@island.net
Program Coordinator to submit any
threats/problems with the nest
trees and to report new nest trees.
She is welcome to attend the monthly
Working Committee meetings (but not
mandatory). At the end of the
season, after collecting all the
monitoring report forms, she puts
together a summary of the season and
provides results at a fun WiTS
Coordinator Get-Together.
If you would like to help but there is
already a Coordinator in your area,
many Coordinators would welcome the
addition of a second Coordinator.
Contact Kerri-Lynne Wilson if you’re
interested!

