What’s Up?
January 2006

Newsletter for Volunteers of the Wildlife Tree Stewardship Program

EAGLES’ WINTER SURVIVAL TIME - November 15 to January 31. With
shorter and colder days, nest-building stops. Much of their time is spent
getting food, mostly fish but also winter-weakened birds and ducks.
MATING - Think of St Valentine’s Day, February 14 (a suitable time for
mating) – but include the two weeks before and after this date – in other
words, the whole month of February. Eagles are also seen mating in the
first half of March, just a week or two before laying eggs but at no other
times in the year.
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If you haven’t already done so, please send your 2005 monitoring report
forms to your Area Coordinator or to the Program Coordinator
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Upcoming Events
Bald Eagle Festival by
Mountainaire Avian
Rescue Centre in
Campbell River, 11-3,
Sunday March 5, 2006
at the Maritime
Heritage Centre
For details call
250-337-2021

Owl Chick vs. Cat
Our family is watching an eagle
nest tree in Duncan. Our pair of
eagles was kicked out of their
regular nest in the 2005 breeding
season by a very noisy pair of
peregrine falcons. We weren’t
able to see much of what the
peregrines were doing but the
eagle pair built a new nest close
by.
However, we did get a chance to
watch a pair of Great Horned Owls
with a chick. The chick was sitting
on the power line in front of our
home and screaming. At first, we
weren’t sure what it was when we
saw it flying around in the dark.
We thought it might be a falcon
(and a stupid one at that). All of a
sudden, we heard a horrible noise,
a noise that can only be described
as a cat getting blind-sided by a

pair of talons. The fight lasted at
least 25 minutes and then the
chick flew off. The owls were very
vocal for the rest of the night
…..whoot-whoot –SCREECH!!!
The next day we found the fight
spot, complete with cat fur and
feathers!
Keith Skinner (WiTS Monitor)
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Hornby Island working on an Eagle Web-Cam
Doug Carrick has been a WiTS
Volunteer Monitor and Coordinator
on Hornby Island for the past 13
years. Doug was interested in
watching what was going on inside
the eagle nest on his neighbor’s
property. His former neighbor, was
not keen to have a camera in the
nest tree, however when the
property sold, Doug approached the
new neighbors and they agreed.
Doug then approached WiTS and
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the Ministry of Environment with his idea
and filled out an MOE permit.
Permission was granted, but to avoid
disturbance to the eagles, the camera
had to be installed when the eagles
were gone (September 2004). Doug
contacted a professional tree climber
who placed the camera overlooking the
nest. The camera wire runs to a
television and VCR in Doug’s home.
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Hornby Island working on a Web-Cam continued
Doug funded the entire project and
has been sharing his recordings at
WiTS gatherings or events and most
recently, at the WiTS Coordinator
Get-Together at Yellow Point Lodge
in November 2005.
David Hancock, Eagle Biologist and
Speaker, was so impressed with
David’s recordings, especially the
detailed footage of the female laying
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the eggs, that he is now working on
making live footage of this nest
available to all via the web. After
watching the footage, an impressed
David said “I have never in all my
years of watching eagles with a scope,
and in captivity, been able to see the
detail and hear the sound of a female
laying an egg as recorded by Doug”.

WiTS Forum – we want to hear from you….
Is your Bald Eagle pair back in their territory and working on
their nest yet?
To answer, go to

http://lists.onenw.org/lists/info/wits

WiTS at Work

Jan Brettnacher, Campbell River
Coordinator, signing a wildlife
tree

·

Yellow Point Lodge in Ladysmith is
working on placing a conservation
covenant their property. This is a
165 acre waterfront property
composed of first growth coastal
rainforest overlooking the Gulf
Islands with 3 eagle nest trees.

·

BC Hydro is working on re-routing a
power line that currently crosses a
farmer’s field. The power line is
causing eagle mortalities due to
electrocution and collisions. The
eagles are drawn to cow carcasses
on the property.

·

A real estate agent on Pender Island
recently contacted Sarah Bonar
regarding Best Management
Practices around a bald eagle nest
tree during land development.

·

Islands Trust has contacted WiTS for
assistance to GPS eagle nest trees
on Pender Island for accurate
mapping for their Official
Community Plan and subsequent
planning purposes (buffer areas
around nest trees, etc).

·

Gabriola Islands Trust has contacted
WiTS for assistance in locating eagle
perch trees.
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"In nature, nothing is perfect
and everything is perfect.
Trees can be contorted, bent
in weird ways, and they're
still beautiful."
- Alice Walker
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·

Islands Trust has issued a Briefing on
Eagle, Heron, and Raptor Habitat
Protection that was issued to Trust
Council on December 6, 2005
following a request by Trust Council
in June 2005, that the Local
Planning Committee develops a
model bylaw that would create
Development Permit Areas for the
protection of bald eagle, heron and
other raptor species.

·

Sandra Gray (Arrowsmith Area
Coordinator) and Gwen Greenwood
(Victoria Area) have been
monitoring wildlife trees on
Department of National Defense’s
land (DND). Sandra has been
monitoring and reporting on CFMETR
land since 2003 and Gwen has been
monitoring CFAD Rocky Point since
2001, and more recently, Albert
Head since 2003. In order to
monitor on DND lands, they must
complete a permit process and
write a final report on their
findings. They have both completed
their 2005 report to the Department
of National Defense, Environmental
Science Advisory Committee. Here
is a link:
http://www.pfc.forestry.ca/progra
ms/esac/intro_e.html

Page 3 of 3
WiTS
Kerri-Lynne Wilson
Program Coordinator
1720 Nairne Rd.
Nanaimo, BC
V9X 1M5
Phone:
(250) 722-3443
E-mail:
kerter@shaw.ca

We’re on the Web!
www.wildlifetree.org

What’s Up?

Funding
WiTS has applied for funding for the
2006/07 fiscal year. Applications have
been sent to the following:
·

BC Hydro Bridge Coastal
Restoration Program (BCRP)

·

Habitat Conservation Trust Fund
(HCTF)

·

Baillie Fund

·

Coast Capital Community Fund

·

Honda Canada Foundation

Photo by Len Jellicoe

Further proposals will be submitted to
other funding sources.
GOAL: To create,
coordinate, and assist a
network of community
stewards committed to
conserving coastal wildlife
tree habitats through
volunteer monitoring,
landowner agreements, and
community education in
southern British Columbia.

Website Addresses
WiTS information website
www.wildlifetree.org.
Online Wildlife Tree Atlas:
www.shim.bc.ca/wits2/witsloginscreen.htm
WiTS Forum
http://lists.onenw.org/lists/info/wits

Our Sponsors

Avoiding Disturbance
Be careful to avoid disturbing your nesting
eagles. Watch the birds for signs of
disturbance (eagles leave the nest as you
approach, the adults may call and circle or
even swoop at intruders), if this occurs, make
note and increase the viewing distance. While
taking groups or tours to the nest trees,
please be especially careful and view from a
distance with scopes and binoculars and
refrain from visiting the tree base en masse.
August – December is the best time for groups
to visit the eagle nest tree base.

Wildlife Tree Steward Area Coordinators
Campbell River & Area
Laurel Delgatty – 250-923-3153,
delgattygl@hotmail.com
Jan Brettnacher – 250-923-0882
jbinbc@island.net
Quadra Island
Terri Martin – 250-285-2060,
tmartin@connected.bc.ca
Comox/Courtenay & Area
Maj Birch - 250-337-2021
mars@minfox.com
Julie Micksch – 250-339-7821
jewels@island.net
Nanaimo Young Naturalists
Allison Bakker – 250-390-3935

Weyerhaeuser
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Parksville/Qualicum & Area
Sandra Gray – 250-248-5565
saninerr@shaw.ca
David Helem – 250-468-7475,
helems@pacificcoast.net
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Gabriola Island
Steve Elliott – 250-247-7615
elliott-family@shaw.ca
Victoria & Area
Gwen Greenwood – 250-652-2876,
tggreenwood@telus.net
Sooke & Area
Tara Tompkins - 250-642-5541,
tara12@telus.net
Mayne Island
Carolyn Bender – 250-539-2568
Ron Olivier – 250-539-5977
Pender Island
Nancy Waddell – 250-629-3863
windover@cablelan.net
Tofino/Ucluelet
Barb Beasley – 250-726-2536
beasley@island.net

